BLACK  WEEK

obliged to move the Boer flags onwards and our own
flags back. Sir John Penn Symons was killed at Talana
Hill. Ian Hamilton countered with a short-lived
victory at Elandslaagte. White and French were
falling back upon Ladysmith ; that city was about to
be invested ; and Colonel Carleton surrendered to the
enemy after Lombard's Kop.

We were assured that these were but initial move-
ments due to the fact that the Boers, with unutterable
duplicity, had been prepared for battle, whereas we
had not. In but a few days Buller would arrive with
the bulk of the British army, would relieve Ladysmith,
and would send the enemy scampering back to Pretoria*
I was pleased by these assurances, particularly since
one of our earliest defeats had occurred at a place
named Nicholson's Nek. This led to much hilarity
on the part of my schoolfellows and oppressed me
with a sense of embarrassment not unaccompanied by
a sense of personal guilt. We waited in happy certainty
for the news of Buller's smashing blow.

On December 10 General Gatacre was seriously
checked at Stornberg. On December 11 Lord Methuen
was beaten at Magersfontein. On December 15 the
news reached England that * fighting Buller' had been
defeated at Colenso and had been forced to abandon
his guns.

The consternation which these disasters spread
throughout England was only equalled by the delight
which they evoked abroad. Within the space of a
single week we realised that we were anything but
invincible and that the nations of Europe regarded us,
not with love, but with jealousy and hatred. Were
we so sure, even, of the righteousness of our cause ?